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France's Killian Rousseau, 14,  
wins the 2018 FAI Drone Racing World Cup 

 
Lausanne, Switzerland, 24 October 2018 – French drone ace Killian Rousseau, 14, won the 2018 
edition of the FAI Drone Racing World Cup. 

The teenage drone pilot claimed the top spot in this year’s competition after seeing off no fewer than 
668 other competitors hailing from 41 different countries. 

Joining him on the podium are Poland’s Jan Wielgosz, also a Junior competitor, in second place, and 
David Spacek of Czechoslovakia in third. Of the first eight pilots, six are Juniors. 

Drone racing is one of the fastest growing sports in the world, and this latest edition of the FAI Drone 
Racing World Cup was the biggest yet. 

Played out over 22 events in 17 different countries around the world, it kicked off in Bali, Indonesia in 
April and closed with the Phoenix World Cup event in Prilep, Macedonia earlier this month. 

This year’s competition involved a total of 669 pilots from 41 countries, up from 435 pilots from 37 
countries last year. 

Rankings - Top 10  

Rank Competitor Country Score 

1 ROUSSEAU Killian (Junior) FRA 161 points 

2 WIELGOSZ Jan (Junior) POL 144 points 

3 SPACEK David CZE 144 points 

4 CHOI JoonWeon (Junior) KOR 140 points 

5 PETERSONS Tomass LAT 138 points 

6 LASZCZAK Pawel (Junior) POL 135 points 

7 GROUT Thomas (Junior) FRA 133 points 

7 MAXIMOV Platon (Junior) RUS 133 points 

9 FERREIRA André POR 122 points 

10 PETERSONS Kristaps LAT 117 points 

 

Notes to editors 

Full results & rankings: http://bit.ly/drones_results2018  

Pictures of Killian Rousseau: http://bit.ly/Rousseau2018  

Pictures: http://bit.ly/drones_pictures2018  

Website: www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing  

http://bit.ly/drones_results2018
http://bit.ly/Rousseau2018
http://bit.ly/drones_pictures2018
http://www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing


 

FAI Drone Racing  

FAI promotes Drone Racing activities to the world. The Federation has awarded the organisation of 
the 1st FAI Drone Racing World Championship 2018 (1-4 November) to Shenzhen, China. 
Furthermore, FAI is developing a global Drone Racing series designed to represent the entire Drone 
Racing community, all the way from grassroots to elite level. 

Multi-rotor FPV - or drone - racing competitions consist of successive races in which several radio- 
controlled model aircraft fight it out to be the fastest around a pre-determined circuit.  

The events can take place inside or outside, while each pilot taking part has a helper to assist him or 
her. The high-tech drones used are equipped with on-board video cameras that transmit FPV (first 
person view) images to headsets worn by the pilots, allowing them to steer the tiny aircraft around the 
race circuit.  

FAI media channels dedicated to Drones  

• www.facebook.com/drones.fai  

• www.twitter.com/drones_fai  

• www.instagram.com/drones.fai  

About FAI  
 
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world 
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 

Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 

Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records. 

www.facebook.com/airsports.fai 

www.instagram.com/airsports.fai 

www.twitter.com/airsports_fai 

www.flickr.com/airsports_fai 

www.fai.org 

For more details, please contact the FAI: 
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
0041 21 345 10 70  
communication@fai.org   
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