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Gordon Bennett is the juwel in air sports

• Lots of stories and adventures
• Easy rules
• Long history – since 1906

A story full of adventure, skill, courage, survival and luck
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Gordon Bennett launch in Zurich (1909)

• Beautiful pictures
• Interesting characters
• Fascinating

Launch for the Gordon Bennett race 2014



Current status

• Organizer handles all media
• Organizer is “urged” to provide funding for Gordon Bennett TV
• Gordon Bennett TV is all volunteer work
• Gordon Bennett TV values 5k-10k EUR based on current 

view/interaction numbers to ballooning/aviation interested audience.
• Media work non-consistent
• Confirmed by 2 companies: Content (raw material) is good enough 

for broad distribution. 
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Rely on organizers, Gordon Bennett TV as volunteer work



Gordon Bennett TV
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Effort behind the scene

Budget less than 10k CHF and 
a lot of volunteer work
During inflation/take-off: 
6-8 people
During the race: 4 people
Ballooning expertise/contacts 
needed for the production.
Regan Tetlow as moderator
>8h TV show (2021)
Reaches air sport enthusiasts



Problem

• Hard negotiations every year with organizers
• Current organizer asks CIA to fund the Gordon Bennett TV
• CIA cannot fund this from operations money every year

• Challenges
• Every year new organizer, new location
• Event happens only once per year
• Mostly Amateur organziers
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We need to improve the media work & cover



Proposal

• FAI/CIA to work on building a self-funded media work for Gordon Bennett
• FAI/CIA to short-term fund increased media work in order to find sponsors.
• We had talks with sports media agencies confirming this approach.
• Limit risk: Milestones for FAI/CIA to exit engagement if not successful

• Organizer needs to provide presence (logos, …) for FAI/CIA sponsors
• Maybe increase sanction fee as media coverage is part of the package 

(e.g. to 5k).
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Make Gordon Bennett media work self-funded



Proposal timeline

2022 2023 2024
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Within 3 years to self-funded media work

Increase team to produce more video & short clips for social 
media and distribution
Work with a video marketing company to distribute globally. 
Produce media report

Work with a video marketing 
company to distribute globally. 

Produce media report.

Increase team to produce more 
video & short clips for social 
media and distribution.

Cost: 15k CHF 
(10k for CIA, 5-10k for 
Organizer or Sponsor)

Approach sponsors

Continue volunteer work

Increase media coverage

Cost: 20k CHF 
(5-10k for CIA, rest Sponsor)

Professionalize the team

Cost: 40k CHF 
(mostly covered by Sponsors)



Offer to sponsors

• Guaranteed media cover
• Sponsor featured
• Guaranteed airing
• Valued above 500k EUR (per ICARUS)

• Presence at the event area (back-drops, flags)
• Guaranteed quality by having a CIA representative on site

Strength
• Gas balloons are CO2 neutral!
• Adventures, nice pictures, good emotions, legendary
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Long list of sponsors

• Adventure related brands
• Garmin, Suunto, …

• Avionics
• ICOM, …

• Cars / Aviation
• Car brands, …
• Aviation brands
• Airlines

• Ballooning brands

August 2021 9

To be developed

Need help work on sponsor 
acquisition.



Available funds FAI/CIA
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Request from FAI/CIA

• Start-up funding of a professional media work for the Gordon Bennett with the 
goal of having a self-funded media work within the next 3 years.
• Fund 25k CHF maximum over 3 years 

• Re-evaluate every year at the CIA plenary

(Subject to FAI budget processes)
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Start-up funding of self-funded professional media work

Motion:
Request from the AA/AM WG for 25,000 CHF to be added to the 
CIA budget. These funds will be used to develop a self-funded 
media coverage for the Gordon Bennett, 2022, 2023, and 2024. 
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FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship

FAI - Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
The World Air Sports Federation

Maison du Sport International
Avenue de Rhodanie 54
CH-1007 Lausanne, Switzerland

www.fai.org

www.gordonbennett.aero
legends.gordonbennett.aero



APPENDIX

July 2021



August 2021 14



August 2021 15



August 2021 16

Media Value: 115kEUR/min



• Current value (170k Engangements): 6500 to 8500 EUR
• 5M reach with 1-2 good short clips for online news
• Out of Home / Info Screen in DACH: 15s reaching 130M
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True Emotions
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2 pilots, 1 basket, steered by winds only


