	
[image: image7.png]2.2 Pilot licences and experience

Both pilots

o must hold a valid Lighter-than-air (LTA) license (free balloon)

e Starting 2024: must hold a valid license to be pilot in command of a gas balloon
L]

L]

must hold a FAI Sporting License issued by their National Air Sport Control (NAC)
must have logged at least 100 hours as pilot in command in a free balloon at the entry closing
date




	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE

BALLOONING COMMISSION  CIA
COMMISSION D’AEROSTATION


Blaser Swisslube, Hasle Rüegsau 

15 March 2023 


Minutes AA/AM Working Group
Chairman
Mark Sullivan (USA)

Attendees:


Luc van Geyte (BEL) - Member

Benoit Perlard (FRA) - Member

Gerald Stürzlinger (AUT) - Member

Troy Bradley (USA) - Member

Sebastian Eimers (GER) - Member

Marc Andre (CHE) - Member
· Report on the 2023 GB to be held in Switzerland

· The Gordon Bennett had to be cancelled and returned to CIA. 

· In a quick bid round 2 organizers proposed: Poland (Torun) and United States (Albuquerque)

· The bureau (without the president present in the call because he declared a conflict of interest), decided for Albuquerque. Quick update from Mark on the preparations in Albuquerque. The preparations look good.

· Report on the 2024 GB to be held in Germany 

· Sebastian reported on the status of the preparations. The GB will be in Münster (12.9.-22.9.2024)
· Discussion on proposed rule changes to the GBMER 
The following rule changes were decided:
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OTHER

Every balloon must be equipped with a filling hose [120 meters long and with the necessary amount of
sand bags for inflation and flight.
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Launch

Weather permitting the balloons will launch on <* date *> after <* time UTC*>.
A delay to <* date / time UTC*> may be used if necessary to assure a safe and successful race.

The order of departure will be decided by two separate draws. The first will fix the order of departure of
the NACs. The second will fix the order of departure of the different balloons of each NAC. The balloons
will depart in the following order:

- The first balloon of the first NAC;

- The first balloon of the second NAC;

- The first balloon of the third NAC; etc.

- The second balloon of the first NAC;

- The second balloon of the second NAC;
- The second balloon of the third NAC; etc.
until all balloons have taken off.

All balloons wiII launch within a time window ﬁxed by the Event Director As a guide balloons will be

i
launch each balloon.Launch-masters-will-give-each-crew-permission-to-launch.

Permission to launch does not relieve the pilots of complete responsibility for his take-off, including
adequate lift to clear all obstacles and other balloons and to continue safely in flight.
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Airspace

A definition of the petential-competition area must be published 30 days in advance of the event. The
competition area may be reduced final-definition—must-be—confirmed-at the general briefing. The
competition area must be open to all participating pilots and teams.

The Event Director should define other airspace limitations such as procedures for airspace over
international waters prior to take-off.
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Time limit

The time limit for complaints and protests is eight (8) hours after publication of the official results. The
time limit is reduced to one (1) hour after <*time*> on <*date*>. Times between 11pm and 7am LT are
disregarded. Protests must be handed in within two hours of a reply to a complaint.

In_case the event director receives a complaint from an Aviation Authority per rule 6.3 after the
publication of the final results, he must investigate the matter and he may publish a new official result.





· Discussion of the Gordon Bennett 2023 rules
· Approved

· Discussion about defining the minimum entry data required at the end of the entry process.
· Should apply to both pilots.

· Cover data to ensure requirements in 2.2

· Communication data (address, telephone, email)

· Wait for Rules Sc recommendations before finalizing the list.

· Started discussion on how to deal if more entries register than places offered by the organizer. No conclusion yet. Tabled for 2024.

· 2023/2022 WG members and Chairperson
Mark offers to step down after more than 30 years of services.

Marc André will become the new Chair. Mark remains a members

Eric Decellières replaces Martine. 

Proposed members for 2023:

Chairman
Marc Andre (SUI)
Members:


Eric Decellières (FRA)


Luc van Geyte (BEL)


Benoit Perlard (FRA)

Gerald Stürzlinger (AUT)


Troy Bradley (USA)


Sebastian Eimers (GER)


Mark Sullivan (USA)

Motions

Motion 1:
Approval of Gordon Bennett MER 2023

Motion 2:

Approval of the Gordon Bennett Rules 2023
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