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	1. COUNTDOWN TO WAG AND WG

	An exciting time for international parachuting competition is approaching with two major events:

1. World Air Games, Turin, Italy from 6 -13 June; and

2. World Games 2009, Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei, from 14 - 21 July.

Invitations have been issued and accepted, and those selected are in preparation for these elite events.

1. World Air Games

The global economic crisis has not left the organisers of this event unscathed. The new World Air Games format is an expensive event to host, and at the time of bidding, the current economic climate was unforeseeable.  This climate led to sponsorship shortages for WAG organisers, resulting in a scaling down exercise of the Turin WAG.  Cancellation was not considered as an option by either the organizers or the FAI, because of the possible impact on this new WAG concept. 
All parties were keen to ensure a high quality First Category Event was presented. 
The scaling down left the IPC facing unacceptable cuts in competition schedules and technical supporting logistics for its planned 5 events. It therefore took the opportunity to present a world first for international skydiving, with a “Canopy Only” first category event, including all canopy piloting events. 

IPC has developed a good close working relationship with the organising committee, and is looking forward to a successful presentation of this World Air Games, so that it can be built on for the future.

2. World Games. 

This event occurs every 4 years, and this is the 4th consecutive occasion on which parachuting has been a participant. 

The World Games are held under the auspices of the International World Games Association (IWGA). It is made up of 32 International Sports Federations governing all those sports and disciplines of sports that are eligible for participation in the Official Sports Program.

The organization of The World Games is entrusted by the IWGA to an Organising Committee formed by the host city and entities such as the National Olympic Committee, the regional government, etc. For 2009, the event is in the hands of Kaohsiung City in Chinese Taipei.

Selected athletes from our World Championships are now preparing themselves for a tough, but dynamic and attractive competition featuring all IPC disciplines except Style and Para-ski. 

According to the organisers, the venue was transformed in 1999, from landfill, into the expansive greenery of trees and vegetation, which adorn Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park.  The park’s main feature is the “Golden Rooster” sundial.  According to Chinese folklore, birds could tell time.  The sundial, shaped like a legendary bird stretching its neck in preparation for flight, symbolizes foresight and the potentiality of the future, making Metropolitan Park a most fitting venue for show casing air sports.  An embodiment of culture and understanding of nature, the sundial reminds all to treasure every transient moment. 



	2. MID-YEAR BUREAU MEETING

	The IPC Bureau will conduct its mid-year meeting on 5 – 6 October, at the FAI General Conference, in Incheon, Korea. The Bureau felt it was imperative to meet with the FAI Executive Board to discuss the way forward with the benefit of World Air Games and World Games experiences behind us, and this was the only practical opportunity prior to the next Plenary.
The agenda will primarily focus on a review of the Strategic Plan approved by the IPC Plenary last January, and to develop further initiatives to achieve progress towards the agreed vision. 

Delegates and Committees may submit agenda items to the Secretary on any issue that requires Bureau attention prior to the next Plenary.




	3.  VFS IN EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS, PROSTEJOV, 2009

	The European Championships in VFS, were scheduled to be held at Prostejov, Czech Republic, 30 August – 6 September 2009.
As the number of NACs committed to enter the European Championships in VFS at this First Category Event was less than the four required under Sporting Code, Section 5, 4.10.1, the event will not take place.

Please note – the World Cup in VFS WILL be held.  It is only the European Championships on VFS which will not be held.




	4.  PARACHUTING RECORDS


	These two World Records, set on 24 October 2008, were inadvertently omitted from the last issues of the IPC Newsletter.

FAI has ratified the following Class G (Parachuting) World records:

Claim number : 15187
Sub-class : G-2 (Group jumps)

Category: General

Group :  Competition / Team records 
Type of record : G-2-e2: Freeflying, longest sequence

Course/location : Eloy, AZ, USA

Performance : 18 points

Team :  SoCal Converge

Members : MALCHIODI Michael (USA), FIENHAGE Travis (USA), LEWIS Matthew (USA)

Date : 24.10.2008

Previous record : 17 points (16.09.07 – Spaceland Anomaly, USA)

Claim number : 15190
Sub-class : G-2 (Group jumps)

Category: General

Group :  Competition / Team records 
Type of record : Formation Skydiving, Vertical, longest sequence

Course/location : Eloy, AZ, USA

Performance : 40 points

Team :  Mandrin

Members : WITTENBURG Michael (USA), BUCKLAND Brian (USA), NELSON Matthew (USA), BROWN Dave (USA),

STATCK Coyle (USA)

Date : 24.10.2008

Previous record : No record previously set.

FAI and IPC congratulate the Parachutists on these splendid achievements.




	5. CANOPY PILOTING RULES 2009   

	The Canopy Piloting Committee wishes to highlight a few clarifications/modifications to the CP - Competition Rules from what was presented at the Plenary, without changing the philosophy of the events. The rules have been posted on the FAI website.

1) The Accuracy course landing Zones measurements have been redefined to avoid possible ties in placings. This affects the physical dimensions of the Zones.

2) World Games will run with normal CP competition rules including normal courses & gates.

3) World Air Games will also run normal rules with one exception: Speed will run on a straight course due to time & cost constrains.

Please take some time to forward this information to your competitors.

Thomas Tuominen

Chair, Canopy Piloting Committee



	6. ENTRY FEES, WPCs, RUSSIA 2010


	Formation Skydiving
    FS one event (10 jumps + 1 training jump )

770 €
    FS two events (20 jumps + 2 training jump )

990 €
    VFS (8 jumps + 1 training jump)

730 €

    Head of Delegation, Team Manager

550 €

    Accompanying persons

460 €

Canopy Formation

CF one event (8 jumps + 1 training jump )

   730 €

CF two events (16 jumps + 2 training jump)

   910 €
CF three events (24 jumps + 3 training jump)

  1090 €
    Head of Delegation, Team Manager

   550 €

     Accompanying persons

   460 €

Artistic event
    AE one event (7 jumps + 1 training jump )

710 €
    AE two events (14 jumps + 2 training jump )

870 €
    Head of Delegation, Team Manager

550 €

    Accompanying persons
460 €
Entry fees covers: 

· FAI/IPC sanction fees – 90 € if applicable

· Competition jumps (including one training jump)

· Accommodation in double room

· Three meals a day

· Transportation from DZ to the hotel 

· Transfer from airport in Kazan or Naberezhnye Chelny to DZ - airport in Kazan or

                         Naberezhnye Chelny during the competitions. 

· Closing ceremony

· Farewell banquet 

There is no late entry fee




	7.   FAI – NEW MAIN SPONSOR



	FAI Press Release - Lausanne, 24th March 2009
Rolex, the world's leading exclusive watch manufacturer, has announced that it has become the main sponsor of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), the world air sports federation.

Founded in 1905, the FAI is the international governing body for all forms of sporting aviation, including ballooning, gliding, aerobatics and model aircraft flying. 

Rolex will help the FAI to develop these challenging and exciting air activities, which combine high technology with adventure and the pioneering spirit. In particular, Rolex will be associated with the prestigious distinctions awarded by FAI. Previous winners of FAI Gold Medals include household names such as Lindbergh, Mermoz, Tupolev, Gagarin, and recent multiple FAI world record-holder Steve Fossett. 

The FAI President, Pierre Portmann, commented: "We are delighted to be associated with the world's greatest name in time-keeping. Timing and precision play a crucial role in aviation. Rolex is the ideal partner for us." 
With best regards, 

Max Bishop 
Secretary General



	8.  PARACHUTING EVENTS ON WEB SITE



	In response to IPC's request to have a separate list of "non-FAI" events, FAI will implement the following:- 

- A block named "Other Events" has been added in the right-hand column of the IPC Homepage (http://www.fai.org/parachuting/)
- By clicking on the link available in this block, a new page is accessed (http://www.fai.org/parachuting/other_events) listing the events IPC wishes to promote.



	9.  SAFETY SYMPOSIUM 2010, CAIRO, EGYPT



	Mubarak Al-Swailim, ASIANIA President and president of the Arab Airsports Federation, is planning a Safety Symposium for the Arab Airsports Federation in early April 2010.  The Safety Symposium will be held in Cairo, Egypt, and the IPC Technical & Safety Committee is working with Mubarak to endure that this valuable initiative will be of maximum benefit to those who will attend.

A full programme of safety issues, covering all aspects of equipment, parachuting aircraft use, skydiving and safety in freefall, under canopy and during landing, will be covered.  




	10.  VFS WEB CHALLENGE



	The FS Committee is happy to announce the VFS web challenge is now posted on the FAI website.  Larsen and Brusgaard have kindly agreed to sponsor the Challenge and provide prizes for the first three placed teams.

The competition details are on the website at http://www.fai.org/parachuting/VFS_web_challenge and we hope that many teams will enter and learn more about this discipline.

All jumps will be available for downloading for other teams to see and for other Judges to view as well.  Teams may enter as many times as they wish.  There is no entry fee.  The Challenge starts on May 1st and ends on July 31st.

Please pass this information on to all who may be interested in your country.

Fiona McEachern

FS Committee Chair




	11.  IPC BUREAU DECISIONS

	Bureau Interim Decisions (BIDs) since 04 March 2009
12 March 2009
2009/09/03
European Championships in VFS, scheduled to be held at Prostejov, Czech Republic, 30 August – 6 September 2009.

A survey conducted by the Chair of the FS Committee indicated that only two nations were likely to enter. As this is below the required number, four, for an FCE, the IPC Bureau directed the organisers to the provisions of SC5 4.10.1

While not in itself a Bureau decion, this is the firtc occasion where the SC5 4.10.1 has been applied.

26 March 2009
2009/10/03
Refund of Security Deposit to Organiser of 12th WPC in Para Ski, held at Donnersbachwald, Austria, 10 – 15 March 2009.

The IPC Jury, in its Final report, confirmed that:-

1 The event had been conducted in accordance with the Sporting Code and the rules for the event.

2 All protests had been dealt with and all reports had been made public.

3 The final results hade been verified and were valid.
The Bureau, in light of the positive Final Jury Report, agreed to the refund of the Security Deposit to the Organiser of the 12th WPC in Para Ski.

26 March 2009
2009/11/03
Charging of cost of IPC medals for IPC events, by FAI.
IPC Treasurer, Richard Buzz Bennett proposed that the following procedure be adopted:-

1 The cost of IPC medals will be charged by FAI (who will arrange production) to IPC.

2 The cost of the medals will be re-invoiced to competition Organisers, on supply of the medals to those Organisers.
The Bureau agreed to adopt this procedure.

20 April 2009

2009/12/04

Venue for mid-year IPC Bureau meeting, 2009.

There was discussion re three possible venues, and the advantages and disadvantages of meeting in Turin, Italy in July, in Lausanne, Switzerland in August, or at Incheon, Korea at the time of the FAI General Conference in October.
Cost, and the matter of meeting with the FAI Executive Board were discussed within the Bureau, and analysis of the outcome of the WAG and WG, from a parachuting perspective was also an issue.  The possibility of meeting with the FAI Executive Board in July, at Turin, or in August in Lausanne were explored but neither option was viable.
As an October meeting would allow the Bureau to review the WAG and WG (both of which would by then be concluded) and also presented the only viable opportunity of meeting with the FAI Executive Board, the decision of the IPC Bureau was that the mid-year meeting should take place in Incheon, Korea, on 5 – 6  October 2009.

22 April 2009

2009/13/04

Cost of travel by IPC’s WAG Liaison Officer to Turin, Italy, to investigate ongoing preparations for parachuting events at WAG 2009.

Vice-President Gillian Winter, WAG Liaison Officer, advised that the cost of travel to Turin would be in excess of normal allowable travel costs, due to inability to obtain cheaper flights.  G. Winter sought Bureau approval for these higher costs to be met by IPC.

The IPC Bureau approved the WAG Liaison Officer over-budget travel costs for a planning visit to Turin in April 2009, to check the Canopy Piloting test event and to discuss outstanding preparation matters with organising committee representatives.  In light of the many changes that have occurred in the WAG programme for parachuting, due to new budgetary constraints by WAG, the Bureau felt it was essential that G. Winter undertake this visit.

23 April 2009

2009/14/04

Approval of Bulletin No.1, 

9th FAI European Formation Skydiving Championships & 16th FAI World Cup of Formation Skydiving, 

and                                                                           6th FAI European Artistic Events Championships & 7th FAI World Cup of Artistic Events,
To be held at Prostejov, Czech Republic, 30 August to 06 September 2009.

Bulletin No.1 was sent by the organizer to the IPC Bureau for approval and posting on the FAI web site.

The IPC Bureau approved the issue of Bulletin No.1 (Final version 22 April 2009).
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