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	1. IPC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – IPC AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES

	To be part of the Olympics has been a dream of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale and its International Parachute Commission for many years. In fact, air sports, including parachuting, are on the IOC list of recognised sports. 

FAI, and in particular, the IPC, is aware of the practicalities involved in making it onto the program of a Summer Olympics. One of these practicalities is our relative participation rate across nations compared to other sports. A considerable push was exercised to make it into the 2008 Beijing Olympics, but without success. Since then, FAI has maintained its IOC relationships and regularly ensures that the IOC is aware of parachuting's interest. 

On the other side, the IOC recognises the role of the FAI as the world's pre-eminent air sports body. It also recognises the role of the International World Games Association, of which FAI is a member. Under the patronage of the IOC, the IWGA's World Games provides a first class world stage for over 30 sports including Air Sports - Parachuting, the most recent being the 2009 World Games in Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei, just a few weeks ago. Regular contact is maintained with the IOC by FAI, and parachuting's desire to be part of the Olympics is maintained at this top level. This relationship is facilitated by the relative proximity of the FAI HQ to that of the IOC in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

FAI is also working hard to establish the new concept World Air Games as its flagship event, and this event has been recognised, supported and monitored by the IOC.

What can parachutists who support inclusion in the Olympics do to promote the cause? From the IPC perspective, it is important for parachuting to hold attractive and dynamic competitions that generate public and commercial interest, as well as serving the needs of our best athletes in providing the best platform on which they can perform. It also means providing events that the public can not only understand, but find exciting enough to follow regularly throughout the world. Parachutists can assist this is many ways, and by getting behind potential organisers of events, they can help to raise the profile of parachuting to a stage where it becomes of sufficient interest to the public and to the IOC for both to want it on the Olympic program. 

Current inclusion limitations of around 75 nations for Summer events and 30 nations for Winter events indicate that further international participation in parachuting events will be required before Olympic inclusion is to become a reality. As we saw from the IOC Executive Board's decision recently to recommend golf and rugby 7s, the reality is that even those sports that are on the short-list (squash, roller-sports, karate, baseball, softball) have only a minimal chance of being admitted to the Games for 2020. At best, given the current circumstances, we could only hope for making it to a short-list for consideration for 2024 or 2028. 

Nevertheless, IPC and FAI maintain a watching brief on developments and remain ready to take any opportunity that presents itself which could lead to Olympic inclusion. 


	2.  RECORDING DATA ON HIGH ALTITUDE RECORD ATTEMPTS

	FAI is assisting IPC with the complicated matter of the recording of data on High Altitude record attempts.

This is an important issue and the valuable assistance of FAI is most welcome.  It is essential that data be accurately recorded, both to have verified information for record claims, and in fairness to those who will attempt to set new records.




	3.  IPC AND EPU (EUROPEAN PARACHUTING UNION)

	As you are all aware, the EPU (European Parachuting Union) was resurrected last year and is now under the Presidency of Paul Moore from the UK.  The IPC Bureau felt it would be useful to give a very quick summary of where the EPU is today and what its relationship is with IPC.  All air sports within Europe now have unions, e.g. EGU gliding union etc., etc.  They all belong to an organisation called EAS (European Air sports).  There were concerns expressed by some in the FAI that EAS and the member unions may try and encroach on the areas of responsibility of the FAI - that is the management of Sporting and Safety issues within the Air sports, which of course are the sole preserve of FAI and its Commissions.  I do not know if there was some historical reason for this concern but I can categorically state, having attended an EAS meeting on behalf of IPC, that the EAS and all its Unions have absolutely no intention of usurping the authority of IPC.  The sole reason for existence of EAS is the ongoing fight with The European Parliament as they move closer to total control of all Aviation matters within the member countries of the European Union, as their respective CAA’s slowly but surely acquiesce all their authority to Brussels.  In short EAS is only concerned with regulatory matters.

So why should IPC take an interest in this?  Well to quote Graeme Windsor, ‘’ When Europe sneezes the rest of the world catches a cold’’.  There is no doubt that the various CAA’s in the non Euro Union Countries, the America’s, Australasia, Africa and the Middle East are watching developments in Europe very closely, and looking for leads in how to gain more control of Airspace and all that implies. So what is currently happening in the EU and should we be worried?
The European Parliament has created an Agency to take over from the CAA’s.  It is called ‘’ The European Aviation Safety Agency’’ or EASA.  Yes, it is very unfortunate that EASA is very similar to EAS but the two must not be confused, in fact it is fair to say that currently they are on opposite ends of the Spectrum.  EASA is currently manned by Civil servants who are answerable to Commissioners who are ultimately answerable to the European Parliament in Brussels and the Euro MPs (Members of Parliament).  They initially had little or no knowledge of Aviation issues but I have met two of them and they are extremely intelligent individuals and fast learners.  They initially treated all Air Activity the same, that is, making no distinction between commercial operations and Sporting operations.  EAS has done a sterling job in educating them, but unfortunately without the EPU, who only joined this year.  It is obvious that there is a world of difference between a Glider, Micro light or single engine; single manned acrobatic plane and jump planes. So for example the EAS did not realise that most Skydiving planes are now turbine, carry more than 2 passengers and many are twin-engined.  Why is this significant?   Well, EASA considers such jump planes come under the definition in Euro-speak of ‘’Complex Aircraft’’ and therefore must come under the same regulations as commercial aircraft. The EPU picked up on this and I think it is fair to say that European sky diving was sleepwalking into potential oblivion.  

In 2012 EASA will take over all regulation.  We have until then to negotiate exceptions.  It is not all doom and gloom. 
It can be done.  For example EASA has created something called ‘’Acceptable Means of Compliance’’ but they have to be negotiated and EASA will only talk to Bodies or Unions representing the entire EU.  Hence the importance of the EPU.
I could give many more examples but suffice to say a strong EPU is essential to the survival of Skydiving in the EU.  

To put it bluntly, if our Jump Planes cannot operate our sport is dead in Europe.

To date only the UK, Netherlands and Germany have signed up but the really great news is that the French Federation has recently committed to joining.  The EPU needs all the other EU nations to join.  A larger voice is a stronger voice and I feel all the nations of the IPC should encourage our European colleagues to join EPU while IPC gives its unreserved support to the negotiations ahead over the next vital 3 years until implementation day in 2012.
John Smyth

IPC Vice President



	4. REPORT ON 2009 RUSSIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN FS AND CF 

    AND PREPARATIONS FOR WPC IN FS, AE & CF, MENZELINSK, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, 2010

	The correct dates, which differ from those on Annex 25 (the original Russian bid which covered FS and CF only) of the 2009 Plenary Meeting agenda, have been confirmed as 31 July to 06 August 2010, with Judges’ arrival day being 29 July.

AE has also been added to the disciplines which will be contested at Menzelinsk.
The bid accepted by the 2009 Plenary for this FCE was handed out in hard copy at the IPC Plenary meeting in Västerås, Sweden.  It may be that some Delegates did not receive a copy so to ensure that all countries have the valid/accepted bid it is being sent by e-mail to Delegates.
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Menzelinsk

8 August 2009

Russian National Championships in FS and CF

At the invitation of the organisers of the 2010 WPC in FS, CF and AE, I attended the Russian National Championships from 3 to 8 August 2009. Other international invitees included judges Barry McAuley from Canada, Dr Rainer ”Exi” Hoenle, from Germany, and Zeljko Tanaskovic from Sweden. Below is my report on the DZ and its preparations for the WPC in 2010. 

Getting there: -

Visa – The Russian Parachute Federation provided very detailed assistance and support to facilitate visa issues for the international invitees, and propose to do the same in 2010. Despite these efforts, an error in the visa issuing office in Canada resulted in judge, Barry McAuley from Canada not arriving. As with all international travel, intending participants in 2010 should check their passports and visa well before departure. 

Recommendation: Bulletin 1 should remind all participants to carefully check their visas before travel. 

Moscow to Menzelinsk. – Judges Alia Ananina and Julia Sotnikova from the Russian Parachute Federation met the international judges and myself on arrival in Moscow, and arranged transition to the connecting flight (delayed) with Tatarstan Airlines. 

Recommendation: Participants should be made aware that Tatarstan Airlines provides a baggage allowance of 20kg, including carry-on bags.  Charges apply for baggage in excess of the allowance.

Charter Flight in 2010

The organisers have outlined plans to run a charter aircraft from Moscow to the Begishevo airport of Naberejnie Chelny, the closest airport to the Drop Zone. Participants will be met on arrival in Moscow and will be transported to the charter jet aircraft. There will be no baggage charges on the charter flight. Recommendation: The charter should be highly recommended by the organisers in their bulletins as the best travel solution. 

DZ organisation

The DZ is well run, very efficient, with good safety procedures. The owner is well connected, very influential and most capable. At the opening ceremony for the Nationals, I was introduced to many VIPs at both political and executive levels, State and Federal, who all expressed support for the WPC in 2010. Along with Chief Judge and IPC Alternate Delegate Vladimir Gazetov, the President of the Air Sports Federation of Russia, Vladimir Ivanov, and President of the Russian Parachute Federation, Aleksander Dubasov, were all present in support of the Nationals and the 2010 event. 

Internet 

I was advised that plans are in place to make wireless internet access available for use by the participants. This will save the organisation time in looking after the individual and personal needs of competitors while enabling them to stay in touch with supporters, families etc.  The organiser is to be commended for this initiative. 
Aircraft

The DZ has sufficient aircraft resources organised for 2010. It was unfortunate that for the Nationals, an AN 28 went out of service just before the competition start, and its replacement was grounded after a few loads due to ice damage to the engine, leaving the LET 410 to carry most of the competition. 

Some basic technical aircraft maintenance capability exists at the DZ, but major maintenance items are outsourced, as could be expected.  I am happy to report that both the international judges and myself enjoyed the opportunity to see for ourselves what it is like to jump from the LET 410 over the Menzelinsk countryside and the scenic Kama river. 

IPC Controller

In order to ensure the organisers meet IPC standards, the organisers have asked that an IPC Controller with ability to communicate effectively and frequently be appointed ASAP.  

Action: I will bring this item to the attention of the Bureau and Committee chairs at the earliest opportunity. 

Judging and Scoring Systems. 

The organisers have asked for any recommendations from the IPC to be advised as soon as possible.  

Action: I will emphasise to the IPC Judging Committee the need to appoint an IPC Controller, Judging & Scoring who will have sufficient technical capability and the ability to liaise effectively with the organisers to ensure there are a sufficient number of scoring systems installed and that they operate effectively.  This will be a critical role if the competition is to be presented well for both judging and general viewing. 

Presentation

The bid included plans for a Press Centre, and discussions to date with the organisers have indicated good support from media outlets for coverage of the event.  At the Nationals, scores were posted on A4 paper pinned to a notice board. For the World Championships, I would recommend that electronic scoreboards be located strategically on the DZ, and updated with scores as they are determined. 

Manifest

Recommendation: I highly recommend the organisers utilise an electronic flight loading system, which can be located strategically around the DZ, allowing competitors and any one else interested in seeing who is scheduled to jump and when. It can also display the status of teams such as 15 and 5 minute calls, stand by etc. Although PA systems were entirely satisfactory, visual displays will help to ensure boarding calls and other important announcements are not missed. 

Accommodation

Twenty (20) new bungalows are being erected on site, and there are plans for more buildings for accommodation, administrative and recreational uses.  The bungalows under construction appear to meet the standards expected for an IPC FCE. The organiser’s aim is to host as many of the competition as possible on the DZ, with preference being given to officials and CF teams (for early starts). Overflow accommodation has been arranged at a comfortable 3 star hotel about 45 minutes bus ride away in Naberejnie Chelny, which I visited and inspected.

Ablutions and hygiene

The new bungalows will have self-contained toilet and shower facilities. Additional toilets will be required on the DZ, and I understand this need will be met with portable units. Constant cleaning was provided on site for all toilets at the Nationals. This is also needed for the WPC and I thank the organiser for taking particular care of DZ hygiene matters.

Summary

It was clear to me that the Menzelinsk DZ is working hard to become a first class facility.  The capability and expertise to achieve this goal is clearly evident, and the Russian Nationals I observed was a valuable test event.  

I wish to record my thanks for the warm and generous hospitality provided to the visiting judges and to myself by the organisers.  The very capable staff made our stay pleasant and comfortable, despite inclement weather at times. Chief Judge Vladimir Gazetov, together with local judges/interpreters, Alia and Julia, ensured that we were well looked after.  

I have full confidence in the ability of the DZ to provide a world class event in 2010.  I was particularly pleased to hear that the organising committee shared the IPC’s vision of providing a competition that is both attractive and dynamic. 
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Graeme Windsor

President, IPC




	5.  61st IPC MEETING, 2010

	Presently, the plan for the 2010 IPC meeting, to be held in Lausanne, is that all those attending will be accommodated in the Aulac Hotel, and the meetings will take place in the Moevenpick Hotel.  As soon as everything is finalised Delegates and Alternate Delegates will be informed immediately and the booking form will be put on the web site.

Whatever the final arrangements regarding the venue, the dates will remain the same - arrival day for Delegates and Alternates will be Tuesday 26 January, with Open Meetings commencing on Wednesday 27 January.  The Plenary meeting will be on Saturday 30 January and Sunday 31 January.  The Bureau and Committee Chairs will arrive on Monday 25 January and there will be a meeting of the Bureau and CCs all day Tuesday 26th.

The deadline for receipt by the IPC Secretary of reports from Officers, Committee Chairs, and Chief Judges at 2009 FCEs is 16 November 2009.  Proposals, Nominations for Awards and any other items for inclusion in the 2010 Plenary agenda must also be received by that date.  Anyone who is to send a report, bid, proposal or nomination is encouraged to send those as early as possible, before 16 November if that can be done.

The meetings schedule, agenda and annexes will be available on the web site by 16 December 2009.


	6.  IPC MEDAL

	[image: image3.jpg]






	7.  PARACHUTING WORLD RECORDS AT WORLD AIR GAMES AND WORLD GAMES

	A World Record claim for a 2-way Canopy Formation of 23 formations by the USA Team at the Word Games, Kaohsiung was challenged by the IPC Delegate for Germany on the grounds that there was a change in conditions, with a panel of three judges in lieu of 5, and that the rules were not IPC Competition Rules.

FAI asked the Bureau to review the challenge. The Bureau has confirmed that in its view the performance at the World Games met the requirements for a World Record.

This was not by accident. Specific proactive attention was given to the possibility of setting Word Records at the World Air Games and World Games in 2009 by the IPC Plenary at its meeting in January 2009.  This is recognized in the minutes of that meeting.  This action was further confirmed in the IPC Competition Rules for the Canopy Formation event at both WAG and WG, which included the setting of World Records as one of the aims of the competition (CR 7.2.3).

The Bureau did not agree with the bases on which the challenge was made, in that:-

a) Rules for the WAG and WG are approved IPC Competition Rules and are listed on the FAI website as such; and 

b)   The requirement for three Judges at WAG and WG does not constitute a change in the conditions, such as a change in the dead-centre size or in the length of working time. This question was considered at the last Plenary, and the Chair of the FS Committee, who was followed by the Chair of the CF Committee, indicated in the minutes of the meeting that no rule changes were required to recognise World records at WAG or WG.  Consequently, there was no question of retiring any records.  
Furthermore, in the planning of the World Games, specific prior action was taken by the IPC Technical Delegate to WG to ensure performances at the World Games could be recognized by the Chinese Taipei NAC for World Record purposes (GS 6.1.2). This review is being recorded as an IPC Bureau Interim Decision.




	8.  WORLD FREEFALL STYLE & ACCURACY LANDING ROLL OF HONOUR


	Thanks to the work of World Top Pop Lamberto Serenelli of Italy, and with the agreement of the relevant competition committee the IPC has now included a Roll of Honour of World Champion medallists in the Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing discipline. The records dating back to 1951, can be viewed at http://www.fai.org/parachuting/StyleAccuracy
Lamberto is organiser of the next World POPs Meet in Italy, 4–12 June 2010, details of which can be found at http://www.pops2010.it/
                               


	9.  IPC BUREAU DECISIONS - since 18 June 2009

	Fuller details/background regarding any Bureau Interim Decision may be had 

by contacting a Bureau member or the Committee Chair of the Committee concerned.

30 June 2009
2009/19/06
IPC support of EPU (European Parachute Union), and representation at EPU meetings.

IPC assisted in the revival of EPU by facilitating the holding of the EPU meeting at Västerås, Sweden in January 2009.  EPU is currently engaged in the EASA discussion on air-space use in Europe through Europe Air Sports.  The outcome of these discussions has the potential to adversely affect parachuting operations in Europe.  If regulations and standards which might curtail parachuting are adopted in Europe this could in time also affect other regions and countries throughout the world.  Consequently, it was suggested that IPC support EPU and have a presence at EPU meetings.   It was further suggested that, as the British Parachute Association has been instrumental is reviving EPU and as IPC Vice President John Smyth is in close liaison with Paul Moore, EPU Chairperson, that John Smyth be the IPC nominee to liaise with EPU and to attend EPU meetings, the next of which will be in Frankfurt, Germany on 19 Sept. 2009.
The IPC Bureau agreed that support for EPU is important and that Vice President John Smyth will be the IPC liaison person with EPU and will represent IPC at EPU meetings.

03 July 2009
2009/20/07
Approval of Bulletin No.1, 

5th FAI World Cup in Canopy Piloting, to be held at Johannesburg Skydiving Club, Carletonville Airfield, Merafong, South Africa, 02 – 06 December 2009.

Bulletin No.1 was sent, by the organizer, to the IPC Bureau for approval and posting on the FAI web site.

The IPC Bureau approved the issue of Bulletin No.1 for the above First Category Event, on the understanding that the point re mandatory personal medical and repatriation insurance cover be clearly explained to intending competitors in Bulletin N.2, i.e. that intending competitors will not be able to compete without having this cover.

03 July 2009
2009/21/07
Approval of Bulletin No.2, 

9th FAI European Formation Skydiving Championships & 16th FAI World Cup of Formation Skydiving, and                                                      6th FAI European Artistic Events Championships & 7th FAI World Cup of Artistic Events, to be held at Prostejov, Czech Republic, 30 August to 06 September 2009.
Bulletin No.2 was sent, by the organizer, to the IPC Bureau for approval and posting on the FAI web site.

The IPC Bureau approved the issue of Bulletin No.2 for the above First Category Event.

19 August 2009

2009/22/08

Confirmation that the claim of World Record in Canopy Formation, at the World Games held at Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei, July 2009, was in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Sporting Code. 

The Delegate for Germany challenged the validity of a world record claim by the USA Canopy Formation team for 23 formations in a performance at the World Games in Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei, on the grounds that:- 

“1) The performance was set under the provisions of the "Competition rules for the World Air Games and World Games" and not the "IPC Competition Rules (SC5, 4.2), where appropriate." as stated in SC 5, 3.1.2, which differ from each other performance in the Competition Rules for WAG and WG....

2) According to the "Competition Rules" 6.3. Each performance must be evaluated by a panel of five judges. In the Competition Rules for WAG and WG, the panel of judges is 3 judges, instead.

3) The above may be comparable to what 3.1.2 states: "A change of the conditions in the IPC Competition Rules, for example the working time or size of the Dead Centre Disc, creates a new set of records. The old records are retired and the Chair of the particular Competition Committee must notify the FAI, in writing, no later than 30 days after approval of the amended IPC Competition Rules (4.2.1) of the records to be retired and of the reason for the retirement.

4) I do not remember, that the procedure as referred to above, ever was applied after the requirements in the Competition Rules 2009 has changed from a panel of 3 to a panel of 5.”

The IPC Bureau, with reference to SC5  3.2.1 and WG Competition Rules (which are IPC Competition Rules) agreed that the Canopy Formation record claim, made as a result of the performance at World Games 2009, was in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Sporting Code. 

As the claim was made by a US team, Ms Marylou Laughlin, IPC Vice President and Bureau Member, abstained on the vote on this issue.

29 August 2009

2009/23/08

Appointment of FAI Controller for WPC in AE, CF and FS, to be held at Menzelinsk, Russia, 29 July – 06 August 2010.

The Federation of Aeronautical Sports of Russia, organizer of this FCE, requested the IPC Bureau to appoint, as soon as possible, an FAI Controller for the event.  The organiser made this request to the IPC President, Graeme Windsor, on G. Windsor’s visit to the 2009 Russian Nationals, held at Menzelinsk, in August 2009.

The organizer made this request so that work could be done with the appointed FAI Controller on scoring systems, and presentation of the event in line with the IPC Strategic Plan.

The IPC Bureau agreed to appoint an FAI Controller for these WPCs, to be held in Menzelinsk in July/August 2010, and this is currently in hand.

The Bureau has appointed Ms Fiona McEachern as FAI Controller for this FCE.
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On the right is depicted the newly-designed and produced IPC medal, for use in FAI/IPC First Category Events.  IPC wishes this medal to be used, in preference to any locally-produced medals, so that there will be consistency in what will be presented to parachuting athletes in the future, and winners can be assured of receiving a high-quality medal which they can be proud to have and to display.





The reverse of the medal shall have the name of the event, date and location engraved on it.
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