CIA Question and Answer Session at the 

43rd Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett  

October 8, 1999

Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA
Attendance: 20 people

1.
Markus gave the meeting introduction 

2.
Rules – SC (Les Purfield)

AX Rules

· Mark Sullivan 

· The USA is too large with too many balloonists that it has difficulty seeing across the ocean and appreciate the European events

· Get European organizers to increase size of events and invite USA pilots to attend

· USA should be able to send more competitors to events because of number of balloonists

· Owen Keown - USA – BFA and NABA organization issues - People in USA giving up on CIA because USA can not send more people.  Suggesting USA pilots thinking that CIA is irrelevant.

· Mark Sullivan - All interested pilots go through BFA as NABA does not feed BFA competitors 

· Thomas Fink – Consider inviting top 10 at previous Worlds to next one

· Les – 1999 Worlds – 14 pilots did not show and we need to stop people from entering who will not show up

AA/AM Rules – Mark Sullivan

· Debriefing and input from participants are the way to get input

· Kathy Ross 

· suggests there are inconsistencies in debriefing and there is a need for a debriefing group within CIA

· Observers going to develop a Debriefers Handbook

· Les Purfield 

· Some countries fly well and need minimum observers and debriefing efforts.

· Inconsistencies in organization, officiating and pilots

BX Rules – Tom Donnelly

· BX is 1% of the ballooning sport and fairly exclusive

· Trying to generate more interest to people and media

· Better representation of airship pilots on BX Working Group is needed.

Sporting Code and Rules Working Group

· Work describe by Hans Akerstedt – No Questions

3.
Event Planning and Advisory Service – Alex Nagorski

· Alex reviewed restructuring efforts, progress and plans. - No questions

4.
Jury Board – Hans Akerstedt

· Reviewed what the Jury Board does and the Jury selection process - No questons

5.
Safety Subcommittee – Hans Akerstedt comments

· Maintain safety library

· Thanked the USA and Tom Sheppard for many of the documents that are now in the library and were used for the Safety Handbook.

· No questions

6.
Records – Has Akerstedt

· Problem with flexible balloons while other balloons have defined volumes

· Reviewed record homologmation process

· List of notable flights now on the web

· Want to add a list of first

7.
Public Relations and Development – Markus Haggeney

· Reviewed Working Groups within PR and Dev

· Reminded people that the SC and CIA is a voluntary body 

· Media Group restructuring

· CIA Newsletter is also on the web

· Subscribe to the CIA Mailing lists for CIA information

LTA Education

· JR Balloonist program in USA

· Youth Camps in Europe

· International camp in Czech Republic had 48 people attend

· Need more events for young people

· Library project

8.
World Air Games – Les Purfield

· First week of July 2001, in Seville, Spain 

· Elcora Hotel in Seville is ballooning HQ

· Gas event will be similar with tasks

· Evenings generally windy but mornings are very flyable

9. USA Delegate – Mark Sullivan

Sends CIA Agenda to BFA Competition Committee

Needs BFA to work with him to set a position to take to CIA meeting

Thomas Fink – would like to defend his World Gas Championship before he retires.  He also likes the Albuquerque distance races

ALEX COMMENT:

Although information was given to all Gordon Bennett competitors and officials, and meeting was announced at the mornings Fiesta Briefing the attendance was very low.  This may be caused by several factors:

· Event Debriefing just before

· Time of day not very good (1:00 PM)

· Albuquerque event is very large and diverse with not knowledge of CIA or interest

· Too many other distractions 
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