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To all European CIA delegates
2004-03-11

EUROPE AIRSPORTS

Meeting in the Hague 11-12 April and  Brussels 29-30 November, 2003 and Montreal December 2003.

Annual General Meeting in the Hague.

To speed up the Europe Airsports response to proposals and rules from EASA, a number of expert groups were formed. Each group will cover a specified area and will consist of experts from several air sports. The groups are called Clusters. Of concern to us are the Licensing Cluster and the Maintenance Cluster. Tony Pinner and Wyn Morgan, both BBAC will represent Ballooning in the Licensing and Maintenance Clusters respectively.

Airworthiness

For ballooning we rely on EMBA, the European Manufacturers of Balloons and Airships. Members of this group are among others, Wyn Morgan, Don Cameron, Markus Haggeney, Llado Costa and other.

They have worked together with the JAA and have agreed on Airworthiness requirements for: Hot Air Balloons, Hot Air Airships, Free Gas Balloons, Tetherd Gas Balloons, Normal/Commuter Airships, Transport Airships.

Remaining classes are: Very Light Gas Airships and Unmanned Free/Tethered Gas Balloons and High Altitude platforms.

Next to do are secondary requirements called AMC (Acceptable Means of Compliance) for all above vehicles describing acceptable means to comply with the airworthiness requirements.

Insurance, third party liability.

The first papers from European Commission demanded insurance levels, same for all aircraft below 25000 kg, for 110 million Euro. EAS decided on the following policy.
1)
EAS supports minimum legally mandatory third party insurance requirements, providing the indemnity limits are sensible. Note: these exclude passenger liability.

2)
EAS accepts common standards for third party insurance with an acceptable minimum indemnity level for the purposes of cross border travel in the EU.

3)
EAS agrees to intermediate levels of 2000 kg and 5700 kg below 25.000 kg with ECAC figures (below 2000 kg 1,5 mln SDR, approx. € 2+ mln). 

4)
Acts of war, sabotage, terrorism and hijacking should be excluded from this insurance for all non-commercial private aviation.

The result was more realistic figures and EU accepted to split the single group up to 25 tons into several groups. The insurance levels are now also more realistic and more in accordance with most present levels. Non-powered aircraft were initially excluded but were later included in the EU proposal.

This was just an example oft he work that has to be done to protect the interests of sports aviation.

Other areas are: Licensing, Airspace harmonisation, Security and Operations

In all areas the volume of papers coming out for review and comments is enormous. By the time one big document is previewed, distributed to all interested parties and comments are returned, the document is in many cases already replaced by a revised document on the same subject. EAS has now reached a point where we need a full-time paid employee with an office in Brussels and with the ability to do lobbying. This will cost a lot but there are 700 000 pilots in Europe who can share the cost. EAS is trying to find a way to do the job more professionally but it will probably mean higher fees from member NACs than today.

ICAO

The international civil aviation organisation is currently reviewing the licensing requirements for all types of aviation, also ballooning. Requirements are considered for both private licenses and commercial licenses. FAI has an observer at the meetings in Montreal, NAA president Don Koranda. He reported in December that advice was urgently needed for comments on requirements for balloon and airship licenses. The "experts" in ICAO did not realise the difference between small sport airships and large commercial airships. The proposed requirements were very unrealistic. They also do not fully realise the simplenature of sport ballooning and are demanding stringent requirements on medical licenses.

Don Koranda proposed that for the next session, FAI sends someone with a ballooning as well as other aviation background to support him in aerostatic matters. The person need a broad background to be able to gain the respect of the licensing panel of ICAO.

Regards

Hans Åkerstedt

Balloon & Airship Working Party Coordinator
