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We have seen successful uses of GPS logging and also live tracking devices over the last years, at various events ranging from several NAC nationals up to the World Championship 2002 in France with 100 units or the Gordon Bennett 2002 with satellite phone transmissions - live tracking was essential for the organizers following the flight over the gulf of Biscay.

Several technical systems where developed and gained experience with, some using of-the-shelf units, some customer demand made electronic boxes fulfilling specialized needs.

To combine the positive aspect of all these different ideas, we recommend coordinating the efforts, establishing standards, both technical and procedural, that should be guidelines for further uses of these systems.

We define the main focus purposes/fields where GPS loggers/trackers can be used:

1. LOGGING: (additional) observation, verification tool

2. LIVE TRACKING: Public Relationship, Media 

3. SCORING (needs at least Logging, but is different purpose)

Organizational / Procedural Standards:

Basis is a draft document “Tracking Procedures” produced by Alex Nagorski, with some additional reports from the various events that used tracking / logging devices.

Technical Standards:

To be defined (in modules) for the different purposes: Observation, Media, Scoring, short-range (AX), long-range (AA, especially GB).
As well as “Handling” Software (for downloading, checking, scoring, displaying Track Data) and an appropriate Data Exchange Format

To fulfill our goals we need volunteering people that will take over the following tasks for 2003:

A)
Combine the existing documents of organizational procedures into one, so that the gained experience can be used by following event organizers (support via EPAS).

B)
Define the minimum technical criteria that logging/tracking devices need to have for the different usages, define standard data exchange formats, search for a software that is capable of downloading, checking or even scoring the tracks, as well as processing the raw data ready for publication (aiming at live internet coverage)

C) Check the implication of GPS logging/tracking devices on the competition rules.

D) Establish contact to other Sporting Sections for sharing the knowledge about the technical and operational aspects of GPS loggers/trackers.

Any volunteers? 

Whish list for helpers: Arthur Zonabend, Markus Blaha, Claude Weber, Laurent Sanglard, Markus Haggeney

Gerald Stürzlinger as the chairman of the CIA Tracking Working Group

PS: covers ideas from a discussion paper by J.C. Weber: « CIA PLENARY AGENDA APPENDIX 10 »
