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EUROPE AIRSPORTS

Report from meeting in Brussels 9-10 November, 2002.

First some information about the organisation and EAS place in the hierarchy.

FAI is governing matters concerning sporting events

EAS, Europe Air Sports is an association of the European National Aero Clubs, and is affiliated to the FAI - the World's Airsports Federation-, with the objective to co-ordinate regulatory matters in Europe. There are at present 26 national members. Those members have voting rights

In addition there are technical experts for 9 different areas like, Air Display, Airspace/ Operations, Airworthiness and Maintenance, Environment, Flight Crew Licensing, Medical and so on.

Each Air Sport has and observer acting as an expert for that sport.

EAS is represented by observers and experts in several EU bodies responsible for aviation matters.

ECAC, European Civil Aviation Conference, has existed for about 50 years and is a body for inter-governmental co-operation in air transport matters in Europe

EASA, European Aviation Safety Agency has been created by the European Union (EU). EASA is established by a law that was recently adopted and makes it a single European authority responsible for civil aviation safety. This law states that EASA decisions have binding authority over aircraft certification and maintenance in all EU member states.

A new law proposes to phase in responsibility for operations and personnel licensing so that eventually EASA would have responsibility for all aviation safety activities, effective in all EU member states (currently 15 countries). The JAA currently lacks similar authority and can only recommend actions. The JAA will continue to exist, since there are 38 authorities who are members of the JAA.

The proposed regulations for operations and licensing for “sport and light aviation”.

This was the first issue on the agenda in Brussels.

EAS decided to recommend that for “sport and light aviation”, EASA will be the primary regulatory body. National Civil Aviation Authorities will be responsible for detailed regulations and implementation with an option to delegate tasks to qualified organisations. 

The minimum licensing requirements will probably be as in ICAO Annex I. For ballooning that means among other things that minimum 16 hours during 8 complete flights will be required for a free balloon license. Same for hot air and gas. A simplified medical fitness check is also recommended. 

National authorities must recognise licenses from other nations but may have different requirements in their own country.

The complete document is about 12 pages and I will circulate it when available.

Airspace harmonisation

The airspace structure is different in almost all European countries. To make optimal use of the airspace a standardisation is necessary. This is a long and slow process but the first changes will be made already in 2003 with major changes in 2010 and 2015.

In principle airlines want all airspace to be controlled and sport aviation want as much as possible to be uncontrolled. The military are in between but they have a nasty habit of creating restricted areas.

Transponders

Transponders are good tools to make aircraft visible on radar and for collision avoidance. Therefore aviation authorities and ignorant politicians believe that all problems are solved if all aircraft have transponders. 

Reality is not that simple. Radar systems will be saturated with signals and will nor work as intended. For practical and medical reasons parachutists, hang gliders have no safe place to put a device that emits high power microwaves. Balloons and gliders have no power source except batteries.

Present transponders are answering all signals from radar stations and aircraft anti collisions systems (ACAS). In high density areas, a transponder may transmit almost continuously. The signal strength is required by ICAO to have a range of 300 nautical miles. The power consumption may be on average 2A.

If the range requirement is only 150 nm, the power output will be reduced to 25%.

New type transponders are being introduced. The MODE S type will only transmit when specifically required by ground stations and also when required by ACAS equipped aircraft. This will reduce the transmission time and batteries may last 5 times longer. The MODE S transponders also have many other advantages but are a bit more expensive.

MODE S transponders for General Aviation are now coming on the market at a reasonable cost (2000 Euro) but not yet portable units. From March 2003 all new installations must be MODE S types but old transponders will be accepted until 2008. If you need to buy a transponder it may be a good idea to wait until the new type is available.

8.33 kHz separation

Since a few years, 8.33 kHz radios are required in some airspace and at high altitudes. Our old sets have 25 kHz. It has been said that the increased traffic makes it necessary to have more channels available. The truth is that very few new frequencies are used by air traffic services. The new frequencies are mainly used for airline internal use and for data links.

It is EAS policy to oppose requirements for 8.33 kHz for VFR traffic even if new radios for General aviation are available, but so far only for panel mounting and not as portables even if they probably can be inserted in existing portable boxes. Filser ATR 600 is on the market for about 1500 Euro and also Dittel FSG 90.

Regards

Hans Åkerstedt

Balloon & Airship Working Party Coordinator

