	FAI / CIA  AIRSHIP PILOT RANKING LIST  "ALL TIME BEST"
Dear Reader,

Following a suggestion from Jacques Antoine Besnard, current World Champion for Hot Air Airships and Leader of the World Pilot Ranking List, we have established a ranking list referred to as All Time Best Airship Pilots. We have totalled the results of all past 9 World Championships since 1988.

Points have been given as follows: 1st 25 points, 2nd 20 points, 3rd 16 points, 4th 13 points, 5th 11 points, 6th 10 points, and then from 7th to 15th each 1 point less.
56 pilots from 17 countries have competed in those championships. Organising countries have been Luxembourg, Great Britain, France, Switzerland, Italy, Canada, Austria, Russia and again France in 2010.

Most of the events were organised with the support of cities to their satisfaction wishing to enhance their image and entertain spectators and media. In most cases over 30000 visitors watched about 15 airships competing in Speed races like Pylon racing and Precision tasks with delivering special markers to targets. Many times the top pilots have reached a precision of 2 to 5 cm, with some on target dead centre with result of 0 cm.

Competing in airships is a true challenge for the pilots. They have to coordinate many operations in the quest to beat the other competitors. They have to adjust the altitude ever so precisely with the propane burner, to steer by pulling the rudder control lines, to regulate speed and acceleration by setting revolutions of the propulsion engine, and to navigate from tasks to task by reading the map and task sheet.

Pilots must have ballooning experience of over 200 hours as pilot-in-command before they can enter such high-level competitions. Safety is a high priority not only for pilots and for their crew, but particularly in respect of the large spectator numbers, generally families with children, who gather to watch the exciting show at close range.
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	Pilot
	Country
	Lux. 1988
	UK 1990
	France1992 
	Switz..1994
	Italy 1994
	Canada 1996
	Austria 1998
	Russia 2008 
	France 2010
	Total

	1
	Besnard JA
	Switzerland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	16
	25
	25
	25
	25
	116

	2
	Lindström O.
	Sweden
	25
	11
	16
	16
	8
	9
	 
	7
	8
	100

	3
	Moyano G.
	Luxemburg
	20
	20
	25
	8
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	89

	4
	Besnard CA
	Switzerland
	 
	2
	20
	10
	20
	11
	20
	 
	 
	83

	5
	Petersen J.
	Germany
	 
	13
	13
	20
	25
	 
	 
	 
	 
	71

	6
	Dupuis V.
	France
	13
	25
	7
	25
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	70

	7
	Sage T.
	UK
	11
	16
	 
	13
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	51

	8
	Hasenclever R.
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	13
	16
	 
	 
	42

	9
	Contegiacomo P.
	Italy
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	 
	 
	11
	16
	33

	10
	Ashpole I.
	UK
	9
	9
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	29

	11
	Kostiucevicius R.
	Lithuania
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8
	20
	28

	12
	Körner E.
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	11
	16
	 
	27

	13
	Bamberski W
	Poland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	13
	26

	14
	Buhlmann F.
	Switzerland
	 
	 
	 
	6
	10
	10
	 
	 
	 
	26

	15
	Taucher F.
	Germany
	 
	 
	10
	7
	 
	7
	 
	 
	 
	24

	16
	Charbonnier N.
	Italy
	 
	 
	9
	9
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	22

	17
	Busemeyer K.
	Germany
	10
	6
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	21

	18
	Galkin N.
	Russia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	 
	20

	19
	Siméons B.
	Belgium
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	 
	 
	 
	20

	20
	Wallace R.
	USA
	 
	3
	4
	 
	 
	5
	8
	 
	 
	20

	21
	Tyukhyaev L.
	Russia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9
	10
	19

	22
	Hlavaty V.
	Cze
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8
	10
	 
	 
	18

	23
	Ushakova L.
	Russia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	11
	17

	24
	Backlin M.
	Sweden
	8
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	16

	25
	Donnelly T.
	UK
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	16

	26
	Ansorge T
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	 
	13

	27
	Rapp D.
	USA
	6
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13

	28
	Bölling R.
	Germany
	 
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	11

	29
	Nigrowski B.
	France
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	6
	11

	30
	Oparin G.
	Russia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10
	 
	10

	31
	Porter P.               
	UK
	 
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10

	32
	Bamberski P.
	Poland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9
	 
	 
	9

	33
	Fischer A.
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9
	9

	34
	Molnar C.
	Hungary
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9

	35
	Arnold W.
	Germany
	 
	 
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8

	36
	Aimo G.
	Italy
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7

	37
	Boland B.
	USA
	1
	 
	 
	 
	5
	1
	 
	 
	 
	7

	38
	Droz F.
	Switzerland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	7

	39
	Hruby M.
	Cze
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7

	40
	Schwartz B.
	Brazil
	 
	5
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7

	41
	Seitz H
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	 
	 
	7

	42
	Chipping D.
	Portugal
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	 
	 
	 
	6

	43
	Mayerhöfer T.
	Germany
	 
	 
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6

	44
	Wendelstein H.
	Germany
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	 
	 
	6

	45
	Brédy M.
	France
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5

	46
	Smrcka J.
	Tchec. R.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	5

	47
	Jibo Luo No
	China
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4

	48
	Xin Sheng G.
	China
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	 
	 
	4

	49
	Byron J.
	USA
	 
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4

	50
	Ichyoshi S.
	Japan
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3

	51
	Meyer H.
	Germany
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3

	52
	Moore T:
	UK
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	3

	53
	Cleyet Marrel
	France
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	2

	54
	Mandeleur D.
	France
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	55
	Lundahl T.
	Sweden
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0

	56
	Addison J.
	USA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0
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